[Recent prognosis on etiology and pathophysiology of multiple sclerosis].
Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an inflammatory demyelinating disease of the central nervous system. MS is characterized by axonal degeneration and glial scarring, and the formation of MS lesions is complex, involving cytokines, chemokines, and immunoglobulins. Environmental and genetic risk factors are clearly involved in the occurrence of MS although its etiology and pathophysiology are incompletely understood. In recent genetic studies on MS, approaches of genome-wide association study have been applied, and the several susceptibility genes of MS have been reported. Recent immunological studies have revealed the importance of IL-17 and Th17 cells in the pathogenesis of MS. This review discusses recent findings on etiology and pathophysiolosy of MS.